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REMARKS 

The specification has been amended to correct minor clerical errors. 

The drawings have been amended to correct minor errors. Specifically, FIG. 4 has been 
amended to correct the spelling of "preliminary;" FIG. IOC has been amended to correct an 
error depicting the polarity of the charges under sustaining electrode 4 as positive. Those 
charges in FIG. IOC have been amended to be correctly shown as negative. 

No new matter has been entered. 

The rejection of claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as obvious in view of Namiki et. al (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,157,128) is improper. Namiki et. al does not teach a plasma display panel 
comprising scanning electrodes and sustaining electrodes wherein the area of the scanning 
electrode is smaller than the area of said sustaining electrode in each display cell. Namiki et al. 
teaches a first embodiment of a plasma display panel in which the sustaining electrode X and the 
scanning electrode Y are equal in area (Fig. 2). This does not meet the requirement set forth in 
claim 1 of Applicants' invention, i.e., that the scanning electrode have a smaller area than the 
sustaining electrode. Namiki et al. also teaches a second embodiment in which the scarming 
electrode has a larger area than the sustaining electrode (FIG. 5; col. 6, lines 21-25). A larger 
scanning electrode is taught by Namiki et al. so that the "address discharge is more easily 
generated" (col. 6, lines 28-29). This is in direct contrast to Applicants' invention, which 
represents an improvement over the prior art by making the scanning electrode smaller than the 
sustaining electrode. This increases the source discharge intensity, which in turn increases the 
brightness of the display panel (specification, p. 18, lines 13-23). Thus, the disclosure of Namiki 
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et al. teaches away from the instant claimed invention and its improvement over the prior art by 
teaching the use of enlarged scanning electrodes to more easily generate address discharge, and 
could not be said to render obvious Applicants' invention. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the Examiner's statement, that the scanning and 
sustaining electrodes are interchangeable, i.e., that it would be obvious for one skilled in the art 
to interchange the two electrodes, is incorrect. The address electrode initiates the discharge 
sequence by interacting with the scanning electrode (specification, p. 7, lines 5-11). Once this 
writing discharge period is complete, the scanning electrode interacts with the sustaining 
electrode during the sustaining discharge period (specification, p. 7, lines 12-19). The scanning 
electrode and the sustaining electrode are therefore not interchangeable, as they have completely 
different functions. Moreover, Namiki et al. does not teach making the scanning electrodes 
smaller than the sustaining electrode. To the contrary, Namiki et al. teaches making the scanning 
electrode larger. This teaches away from Applicants' invention and could not be said to render 
obvious Applicants' claimed invention. 

Turning to the rejection of claims 2-12 as obvious from Namiki et al. in view of Torisaki 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,456,006 Bl), the deficiencies in the primary reference Namiki et al. with 
regard to claim 1 are discussed above. The secondary reference Torisaki is no better, and does 
not supply the missing teachings to Namiki et al., since Torisaki also does not teach or suggest a 
larger area for the sustaining electrode. Thus, no combination of Namiki et al. and Torisaki 
could achieve or render obvious claim 1. Claims 2-12 depend from claim 1, and are patentable 
for the reasons given with respect to claim 1, as well as for their own limitations. 
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Having dealt with all the objections raised by the Examiner, the Application is believed 
to be in order for allowance. Early and favorable action are respectfUUy requested. 

In the event there are any fee deficiencies or additional fees are payable, please charge 
them (or credit any overpayment) to our Deposit Account Number 08-1391. 



Respectfially submitted. 
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P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on ^O^kryhl^ D. 3-003 at Tucson, 
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